Rami{:ications O{: Careek ]nﬂucnces On T he Church

A variety of Perspectives from Froxcessor Arthur (51(1}3) Moen

For even though thcg knew (God, thcy did not honor [1im as (God or give thanks; but thcg

became futile in their spcculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Romans 1:21

Foolish [Heart - Avre you sitting down? You mig}wt want to. As we approaclﬂ the end of this
year, (accorcling to the pagan calcndar} ] see some connections between almost 2000 years
of Chris’cian teachir\g and the current condition of our world. Theg aren’t connections that ]
want to see. Fcrlﬂaps you will be able to convince me that | am mistaken. Put like Faul, | am
concerned. Some time ago ] stood at the Western Wa” of the Temple Mount in Jerusaicm
and wePt. ] went there to pray, but there were no words to speak. ] was simPlg crushed bg the
enormous despair in our world. ] don’t mean that ] saw clespair in those who were at the Wa“.
Tlﬂeg celebrated God. Wlﬂat struck me was the awareness that the Churclﬂ l know has
contributed a great deal to this sense of hope]essness, n spite of all its words to the
contrary. ]t is simp]y not Possible to continue to refuse to honor (hod as (God, the way in
which [He reveals Himsehc, and expect to walk away unscathed. So, here are some straiglﬂt—

line &ePreciation ideas to consider.

Christians have suffered for lack of knowlcdgc. l__ong ago, our faith was dislodgcd from its
[Hebraic roots and cut off from the historg of intcrprctation that followed the Jewish Path.
Bg the end of the third century, Chr‘istianitg trod the road of (Greek mctaphgsics, lcaving
behind it the insights of twenty centuries of cxploration bg believers in the one true God. |n
these clags, there seems to be a movement afoot to recapture some of those insights.
(Christians are seekirxg the same experience that anchored the Jewish faith through millennia.
Onc Placc that they can go to uncover this treasure of the centuries is the Ta]mud, a
collection of the thoughts of Jewish sages.

Stcp back a moment from the contemporary (Christian Preoccupation with an evange!ical
theologg, a rather young Participant in tl'leologica] l’n’storg, and remember that Yeshua was a
Jew. So were all of the disciplcs and ncar]3 all of the authors of our New | estament canon.
Tl’lese men did not think like we do. We have twenty centuries of Greek !ogic at our backs.
Tl’ley have thirtg centuries of communitg exPeriencc of the Most rﬂiglﬂ Gocl. Sometimes the
two different approacl—]cs send us on such divergent pat%s that we get lost before we have

traveled even a mile.



Ferhaps it is time to takejust a Pcck at the way that a rabbi thinks. After all, Yeshua was a
rabbi. So was Faul. [How can we expect to follow their arguments, illustrations and insights if
we Pu” them out of their own context? It is a tragccly of the greatest magnituclc that
Christians often treat the ScriPturcs as the only book in the world that comes to us without
a Cultural bias. ]t is a tragcc{g because is removes us from the wonder of men who thought
cleeply about their history with (hod. ]t is a tragecl9 because it ignores the fact that (God
comes to us clothed in human context. APParcntlg, Gocl Prchrred fﬂebrew.

]F we look atjust one verse (The word of the | ordis tried - Fsa!m 18:31), we find something
incrediblg imPor’cant about the Perspcctive of the T almud and the orientation of Jewish
faith. T he rabbis taug]'xt that this verse implics that | orah was given for the refinement of
human beings. |n other words, man becomes human in the process of obscrving T orah.
Because we find our true humanitg in the decpcst Possiblc rc]ationship with (God, and (God
has given us [is instructions about !iving in this world in that clccp rclationslﬂip, we become
the best human beings we can be as we align our lives with His eternal instructions. Wc grow

into our humanitg in the process of obedience to | orah.

This thought has a Power‘Fu] Coro”arﬁ. T orah observance should be ajog§u| exPerience of
discovering my humam’ty in the midst of my voluntarg commitment. Keeping Torah is never
5imP]9 a matter of ]cgislation. Toralﬂ is not a collection of rules. [tis a way of life -~ in Fact, itis
the only way of real life because it makes me Fu”g useful to my Gocl and Creator. From the
rabbinic Perspectivc, l am rea”g onlg human in the Jogmcul celebration of observirxg (Giod’s
instructions. Tl’lcrmcoré, Toralﬂ is the most valuable Posscssion l can own. Nothing else is
able to make me what | find most Ful]ci”ing, most satis{ging and most aligncd with my c{csign.
T orah isjog to keep because itis exactlg right forwho | am.

f"‘!ow do the rabbis draw this conclusion? Thcg focus on the f"‘]cbrew word tsaraplﬂ (in this
verse translated “tried”). It means “to test, to Purhcy and to refine,” as a silversmith would
refine his metal. [Trom this Practical application, tl’xcg conclude that Gocl’s Word is the
medium 53 which we are reFinecl, and, of course, the way that [is Word refines us is in the
way that we are instructed to live 133 it. Theregore, as we conform our lives to [His Word, we
ourselves are refined as human beings. We emerge as pure silver. That, my Friends, is ajog]cu]

state of bcing.

Umcortunatclg the carlg church fathers introduced the idea of the “new” |srael, a sPiritual
rcplaccmcnt of (God's elect Pcoplc, Folitical oPPortunitg, tl-»cological hubris, anti-Semitism



and other forces consPircc] to promote what is now the standard, unqucstioned thcological
Position of every Protestant denomination and the Catholic Church. This declaration
marginalizcc! the Pcoplc of |srael, obscured or denied their uniquc Placc in GGod's government
and shifted the outlook of the Church from a [Hebraic to a Greek worldview. The result has
been more than one Holocaust. Centuries of c{isregarcl for C]o&’s Peop]e led to the
systematic exPUﬂging of everytlﬁing Jewish from Chris’cian thin‘(ing‘ There is a straighbline
between this failure to honor (God as [He revealed Himsch and the current conapse of any
signhcicant influence of the (Church on culture. | ook around you. [Has the (Church stood in
soliclari’cg with its Jewish brothers? [Has the (Church done angthing of real signiﬁicance to
stem the tide of immoral, heretical, apostate behavior even in its own ranks? |s the (Church
angthing more than a “religious” reflection of cultural values? What can we say to the world
when we are resPorxsiHe for centuries of hatred, violence and rejection of Giod’s PeoPle and
(God’s word given to [His Peop!e? Whg doesn’t the Cl’xurch have the power of Acts coursing

through its veins? Ma be it's because we are no longer grafted into ]srael.
o Y 2erg

Christianitg todag is the syncretism of Political, economic, social and cPistcmological views
that are not based in the Worc! of Gocl. chiaccmcnt tEco[ogg did more than Promotc the
supremacy of the Church ... it broke the continuity of the culture of God'’s Pcoplc. Bg the
end of the second century, the beliefs and Practices of Yeshua and his discip]es had been
eliminated from the newlg invented rc]igion of Clﬂristianitg. FCI‘[’]&PS the reason we read the
book of Acts and wonder why our churches do not exhibit such power and persuasion has
more to do with our systematic denial of the Hebraic worldview than anything else. We
Christians are the apostates ... we left the (God of |srael behind in our pursuit of power,
programs and Promiscs. We converted |srael's faith into a rcligion of our own making. O{:
course, most (hristian believers todag have no idea of the heretical historg behind their form
of worship, but this much thcg do know: Somcthing is tcrriblg wrong, Somcthing vital is
missing,. There is a straighb]ine between the ignorance, denial and rejcction of a T orah-
based Mcstgle and the insiPicl, vacuous, frantic romanticism of (Christians. A ch without
Torahis obsolete. A\ Christian without | orahis a hyPocritc.

]t’s worth noting that Fau] uses the singular “foolish heart” in this verse. We would have
expectcd “hearts,” one for each person. But Fau] tells us that thcg Par‘cicipated in one
mora”y mistaken discernment ... they were as one in their vain attempt to rePlacc the Gocl of
5criPture with their own invention. | wonder if we Christians haven’t arrived at the same

singu]ar P]acc.



Faul laid a challenge before the Roman followers of Yeshua in his Proclamation of the
deterioration of their culture. Tha’c cha”enge was simPIe: Wl” you follow the Pathwag of
those who clcng the God of ]srae] as He revealed Himse]]c, who refuse to thank Him for His
choice of one People to bring all the world to [His geet, who Prctcncl that their endless
speculations are a substitute for His revealed truth ... OR will you acknow]eclge Him as He
is, honor [im and thank [Him by rePenting o{zjour hubris and returning to His revealed ways?

Rkdkkd

A Case of Mistal(cn ]clcntitg . Donr’t Blame chl’rua

“For truly ] say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall

pass away from the | aw, until allis accomplishcc{.” Matthew 5:18 NASP

A” is accomplishecl — When do the words of Torah pass away? When are God’s
instructions for living no iongcr applicab]e to you? According to both Jews and (Christians,
the Torah became obsolete when Yeshua died on the cross. Yes) that’s righ’c, even Jewish
rabbis acknowiedge that Yeshua’s death was the end of the Torah - asfaras Christians are
concerned. Jewish scholars and rabbis recognize that as car]g as Origcn (between 200 and
250AD) and certainlg bg the time of Ambrose (340AD), C]’xristianitg embraced
replacement theologg. The T orah no longer aPPlied. The ¢]_aw” was nailed to the cross with
Jesus. T his historical fact allows even scholars like Abraham [Teschel to claim that « Jesus”
overthrew Toralﬂ.

Put it’s a case of mistaken iclcntity. |nn all the material ] have read from a chish Pérspcctivc,
one striking fact emerges. Jews are not rcsponding to the actual claims of Yeslﬂua. Thcy are
respon&ing to what (Christians have said about those claims. | he same fact emerges about
Faul. Over and over, chish believers rcjcct Yeshua and Sha’ul because C[ﬁristian
thcologians say that these men rcplaccd Torah. [T ven when thcy cite verses like this one,
t}-xey defer to the intcrpretations of Christian proponents. |n other words, Jews react to
Cl’lristian claims about Jcsus and Faul] not to the actual words of Yesl—rua and SEa’ul.
Since Christianitg has been C]aiming that Torah doesn’t aPP19 since the time of Origcn, is it
any wonder that Jews rcjcc’c the claim that « Jesus is the Messiah?? No Jewish Messiah
would ever, not in a million years, discard T orah. T herefore, as long as (Christians continue
to assert the abrogation of Torah, Jews will and must rcjcct the Christian Jesus. All of the
(Christian efforts to “convert” Jews to Christianit\g are tantamount to an aPPeaI to Paganism.



It is hopelessly deficient because the central issue separating Jews and (Christians is not
“ Jesus.” |t is | orah! As long as (Christians continue to embrace the thcologica“y
unsuPPortccl idea of Torah “fulfillment” (abandonment), Jews will righhcully rcjcct the
Christian Jesus,

We who follow YHWH from a [Hebraic Perspective realize what a travesty this is. T wo
thousand years of unnecessary scparation because a small group of Greek~educated,
Politica”g savvy men drew lines in the sand in order to make Christiam’tg somctlﬂing other than
Jewish. Two thousand years of am’mositg, vio]ence, Fragmentation. Two thousand years of
bloodshed. Over what? Over the attempt of a few individuals to carve out their own re!igious
uniquencss. Todag even our E_nglislﬂ Bibles contain the unmistakable veneer of this
deliberate division. When the NASB translates the Greek an panta genetai as “all is
accomplished,” it incorporatcs a contradiction into this very sentence, a contradiction that
would not exist if the translators had recognized that Yeshua was speaking Hebrew. What is
the contradiction? How can “all is accomPlished” be about the death on the cross when the
first part of the verse makes it clear that Torah will be in effect until “heaven and earth pass
away”? Did the cosmos suclcienlg co”apsc when Yeshua died at Golgotlﬂa’? Not the last time
] looked. So why would Yeshua say in one breath that the Torah will last until the end of the
earth and in the next breath say that it will end when His life ends?

But if we recognize that Yeshua is spcalcing Hebrew, then there is no contradiction because
in [ebrew the Phrasc doesn’t mean “all is accomplishcd;” it means “all is filled up.” The
Toralﬂ will pass away when Cvctrgtlﬁing God has in store for [is rcdcmptive purposes is
comP]etclg full. Not at the cross! At the final end. The cross is onlg the guarantee that
evergtlﬁing else will lﬁaPPen. But it hasn't been filled up yet. The glass isn't filled to the brim.
Ther@ is more to come - like the return of the King. UHtil tlﬂcn, Torah continues.

On]g men who wanted to get rid of Torah would be brave enouglﬁ to translate and interpret
this verse with an inherent contradiction — which theg can later cxplain away through
Paradigm~clependcnt theo]ogg. But if Yeshua didnt say this, wl‘rg in the world do Christians
believe it? Does that make any sense at all? f“lop@cullg not. ... Oxc course, there is still one
huge Problem. Jews still think that we believe ] orah doesn’t matter. So, how are we going to
fix that?

wedokdkkk



Marclwing Jn Disobedience

“He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obcy the Son shall not
see life, but the wrath of (God abides on him. John 3:34»

Obey ~ T venin translation this verse demands that we see the connection between “believe”
and “obeg.” But when we realize that chhua’s thought and sentence structure is Hebraic,
the force of this connection is undeniable. bclicving has nothing to do with gathcring the
facts. |f there is no obedience, there is no belief. T his fact is emPhasized when we see that
John uses two present active Particip]cs for “believing” and “&isobeging.” There are no
nouns here. |t is not the collection of correct beliefs versus the collection of mistaken
oPinions. ]t is the action of believing versus the action of deliberate disobedience (in Greek

apietheo ~do you see something familiar here? Disobedience is connected to apat}wy).

The Christian church Prcachcs a thcologg of divorce. |t has scParatcd bclicving from doing.
Jt claims that knowing that Yeshua is the Christ and Proclaiming this truth is sufficient for a
salvation ticket. The church toc{ag rare]9 spcaks of the demand for obedient perseverance.
]ts goal is to get you to heaven bg whatever means Possib]e. lmc that means clivorcing behavior
from declaration, so be it. But Yeshua will not tolerate such foolishness. Johms gosPel
captures this in bold type in the Para”clism of this verse. |n John, “to believe” is never to
simply acknowlc&ge the facts. John uses the Greek word Pistos ninet5~two times. ]t is never a
noun. lt is never “belief.” ]t is alwags “to believe into,” to move from one worldview to another,
to shift cvcrgthing about who ] am and what l do from the system of this world to the Kiﬂgc{om

of (God. ]t is action, not information.

r’!ebrcw loves to describe concepts with oPPositcs. r“]crc chhua Paints a Picturc of
opposites that c]car]9 defines what bclicving means. | he oPPositc of bclicving is not bcing
ignorant. |t is not bcing confused or having the wrong facts. T he oPPositc of bclicving is
disobcging. This can onlg mean that bclicving is the same as obcging. Anyonc who claims to
believe in Jesus but does not obcy the tcacl—nings of Jesus is not only deceived, he is

condemned. T o divorce believe and obcb\ is sPiritual suicide.

Fora Christian, nothing should be more imPortant than obeging Yeshua‘ [He is the on]y
means for gracepu] access to the Fatl—]er. [He is the onlg sacrifice that reconciles the rift
between us and God. To ignore what e says is insanity. Yet week after week, in

congregation after congregation, we Preach divorce. Wc march in goosc—-stcp to the beat of



the Greek drum, wrongly dividing the word of truth by tc"ing ourselves that Jesus’ cxamP]c
of obedience does not aPPly to us. |s it any wonder that the scariest verse in the Biblc is the

one that says, “I never knew you.”

There is harc"y a singlc page of ScriPturc that does not sPcak of obedience. |t is the
consistent theme from (Genesis to Rcvclation. [t is the neon sign that stands above the
salvation billboard. |f obedience is the hallmark of our Savior, can it be any less important for
us? | here is no avoi&ing this subject. Jtis not “ Jewish.” Yeshua was a _Jew, but [ e came for
all of us. His instructions are for all of us. [7is examplc is for all of us. ]t’s time to bring the
divorce to an end and reconcile bclicving and obcging. T here is no train to glorg that does

not pass through the Plains of the wilderness and in the wilderness ] must learn to obcg or be

left behind.

Laas il

Selective [ thics

and now ]srac!, what does the LORD require of you, but to fear the LORD your God, to
walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your (God with all your heart and with all

your soul, RN Deuteronomy 10:12 E\S\/

]srae] — One of the Principal differences between the Greel@Christian biblical worldview and
the [Jebrew-Semitic worldview is the scope of the precepts. Gireek thinking is universalized
thinl(ing. T hat means the vocabu]argj the tl‘xco]ogg and the ethics are app]ied as if thcg were
meant for all PeoP]e. Ther@ is goocl reason for this universal tenc}encg. AFter a”, YHWH is
not simplg the local gocl of ]srael. [He is the A]mightg, the One T rue God, the 50vereign)
the onlﬂ Crcator, the Master of the Universe. Hebrew Scripturcs constantlg reiterate this
theme. A” other “gods” are false and non-existent. ]t’s casy to Projcct universal
consequences from this ontologica] supcrioritg. [~ ven without Christian theologg, Greek
Philosophg thought in terms of absolutes. T}wc Greeks did not define Man as Atlﬂenian or
Spar’can or Mgcenaean. Man was Man wherever he haPPcned to appear. Truth was truth.
| aw was law. T he highest ethical Principies were held to be the same for all human beings. Je
was a small step for Cl’lristian theology to move from this Phi]osophical foundation to the
claim that Christian doctrine is true for all or that the Christian idea of salvation is the onlg

rig}'\’c answer. | or the most part, (Christian theologg universalized the first three chapters of



(Genesis, aPPlicd the Messianic Prophccies of the T anakh to Yeshua and concentrated on
the doctrines of salvation, the Church and heavenb reward in the New Testament‘ As the
“new” ]srael, the actual history of lsrael (which occuPiec{ most of the Bible) could be set aside

as no longer re]evant

But notice how Moses delivers the ob]igations of Torah. “« And now ]srae!.” Moses doesn’t
say, “An& now to everyone in the world.” He doesn’t add that these commandments apply to
E_ggptians, 5umcrians or anyone else for that matter. He says that God’s requirements are
for lsrael. (sod is ]srael’s (God. (God has a sPecial re]ationship with ]srae]‘ (5od reveals [Jis
demands to ]sraeL (God makes covenant commitments to |srael. Thc ]talians, the Norwcgians,
the (Chinese and the Nigcrians aren’t included. [Does that mean tlﬂcg can’t be included? OFf
course not. They can become Par’c of ]srael. But there is no Torah for Germans or
Russians or |ranians. TI’]C Torah, (God’s instructions for how [ e desires [is Pcop]e to !ivc,
is given to [His People — |srael.

The Point here is that in this sense T orah is not universal. (God doesnt demand that
everyone walk in His ways, love Him or serve Him. chust demands that those who choose
to align themselves with |srael, who become part of the Kingclom of His children, walk in His
ways, love Him and serve Him. |n fact, if you think that you are connected to the (God of
]sraé] but you do not walk in His ways, love Tﬂim or serve r“]im, then we can raise serious
questions about your claim. There is no biblical cxamplc of any person who lived in
oPPosition to (God's way, who did not love Him or who did not serve Him and yet was

considered one of [is children.

Pack To Dcuteronomg -] have many things to speak and tojudgc concerning you, but He
who sent Me is true; and the things which l heard from [Him, these ] sPeak to the world.” John
8:26

] [Heard [From [im - Read the verse again. Tl—ven ask 3oursel1c, “How would ] understand this
verse if ] were hearing it in T_‘]ebrew?” Some things immediatelg change. First, in r‘iebrew, to
hearis to obeg. Kemcmbcr shema. So, when Yeshua says, “the things which ] l’leard,” he also
means “the things which | obegec}.” T o hear without obeging is to have ears that are deaf.

chhua is not ta”cing about thco!ogica] Propositions or the mgsteries of the cosmic



beginning& [Heis taiking about hcaring and doing the will of the ather. Bg the way, you and

] can hear and do too. We also Par’cicipate in sl‘vema) if we choose to do so.

This imPlies that it is Possiblc to hear and do the will of the Father. |t isn’t a]ways necessary
to wring our hands, cry out loud, fall to the floor and bcg God to Plcasc tell me what Hc
wants me to do. Hc alrcaclg told us. Doing what we alrcadg know is a precursor to
discovering what we do not know. |t would }'marcﬂg have been Possible for Yeshua to claim that
[He heard the [Tather if e were not obedient to all that the [Father aireaclg revealed. | hat
would be like trying to survey a Picce of property without bothering to take any mathematics
courses. | irst things first. An& first comes Deuteronomy.

Now notice somethiﬂg else Hebraic in this statement. Shema is connected to dabar (to
spcak) Hearing (obcying} and speaking go together in (God’s world. chhua makes the
connection for us. What is heard and obcyccl becomes rcalitg. (God's word manifest in us is

the same as obedience to [ im — and that is the Proclamation of His message to the world.

Do you want to be like Yeshua? |n this aspect of discip]eship, you imowjust what to do. You
start by listening and doing. You do what you are told to do. ch, ] know that sounds so
authoritarian, csPcciaug to citizens of a (Greek-based individual rights, “free to do what |
want” kind of world. But submission comes from benc]ing my desires to the service of another
master. 50, you do what 5ou’re told. Bg the way, Go& onlg tells you to do things that you
can do and that are in your best interests, so it’s a pretty good bargain. Bg cloing what we
are told to cloJ we are able to speak to the world. WInat we spcak is life ~ the WI"IO]C
manifestation of who we are as obedient children of the (Great ]:atlwcr. What we manifest is
His will in living rcalitg. We speak volumes, sometimes without a single word. |t was not
necessary for Yeshua to Proclaim His authority and r“]is clivinity. His actions demonstrated
both. l]C we want to be what God has in mind for us, we will have to start where e started,
with hearing from (God. Only after shema becomes our way of life will we be qualhcicd to

deliver God’s message to others.
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° Emploged in executive management Positions in both the commercial and non~Pro1Cit
wodds, ] am now |Jean of the DePartmcn’c of Biblical Lcadcrship at Master’s
]nternational Divinitg 5&1001 and a sPeaker at various business and religious

functions. | devote much of my time to writing and teacl‘xing.

Fersona”g speaking: FroFessor Moer’s Kesume and [T ducation do not suffice in Providing
adequate insights with resPects to his caPabi]ities in hand[ing) and understanding C]wDJS

Word!

Over the course of many years Fromcessor Moen has worked steadxcastlg to expose the truth
of Yeshua’s Gospe] Message through Pains’caking di]igence and great Persona] effort. Most

assuredly his efforts have been blessed by ADONA| L OHIM and undoubtedly

Froxcessor Mocn has drawn thousands omC People closer to the truth and consequent]g closer

to Yeshua our LORD and SA\/]OR
Froxcessor Moen’s Web~5ite can be located at: ht’cp://si(ipmoen.com/

T hese very brief excerpts from Professor Moen’s vast storchouse of writings are Providcd
so that you the reader have more than an understanding that the [Jebraic and (Greek
Worldviews are not comPatib]e. These writings have been Provided so that you have an
understanding of what the imPact on mainstream Christianitg, and hence the wor!dJ has been
due to the integration of the Grcck Worldview into the once Messianic Orthodox faith.

Fromcessor Moen is not alone in his assessment with respects to the state of both past and
modern Cl’lristianitg. This being stated ] Pcrsona”y believe that one would be hard Presscd
to find a more quali)cied and Compassionate critic to reference. Froxcessor Moen is on a
mission to get Pcop]e back to the HaDcrech Tl’xc Wag! And like others attcmpting the

same ... at some Point the message is not going to be Pretty orwell received.

Shalom Aleichem ... F.K Otokletos


http://skipmoen.com/

